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2020 Offline Access Assignments: Government 

 

General:  

• Online modules and copies of this assignment can be found on the Schoology webpage. 

• Assignments are to be completed by the return of school. 

• Resources are provided to help students complete assignments. Student should utilize 

school issued textbook, when needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day One- Federalism and Separations of Powers  

Create two signs: one for Federalist #10, and one for Federalist #51. Read the passages 
below to learn the key arguments of these two essays. The central feature of each poster 
should be a giant #10 or #51. Then, you will need to use pictures to convey the gist of each 
essay without using any words. 

 

Federalist #10 speaks of factions, or interested groups in government, whether 

a majority or a minority, “united and actuated by some common passion or interest adverse to 
the rights of other citizens.” Publius, a Federalist pen name, stated that men of like mind might 
begin to dominate government for their own ends rather than for the public good. He explained 
how no plan for government can eliminate factions entirely, but noted that the Framers had 
created a system to stall and frustrate factions and thus limit their effects. They created not a 
pure democracy at the national level, but rather a representative republic that had to consider 
the interests of varied people from across many miles of land. America even at its birth was one 
of the most expansive countries in the world, and varied factions arriving from New England and 
from Georgia would neutralize one another. The advantage, Madison said, “is enjoyed by a 
large over a small republic, and enjoyed by the union over the State composing it.” 
 

Federalist #51 points to the separation of powers as a guard against tyranny. 

“If men were angels, no government would be necessary,” Publius stated, admitting that 
devious men were inevitably going to make their way into government at some future point. 
“You must first enable the government to control the governed,” the essay explained, “and in the 
next place, force it to control itself.” Madison also stated how each branch had devices to 
prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful, how bicameralism would serve as a check 
within the legislature. He also elaborated that a president, armed with the power of veto, could 
stop a runaway legislature that threatened the people’s freedoms. The fact that state and 
federal governments would be distinct, separate, and sovereign in their own spheres would also 
prevent an accumulation of power in one spot. The Framers wanted a democracy in which the 
people ruled, but Madison pointed out a concern for the “tyranny of the majority,” the possibility 
that the majority could run roughshod over minorities who should be afforded liberties. The 
Framers’ governmental design with checks and balances, judges’ life terms, and other devices 
would limit this tyranny. 
 
From David Wolfford’s United States Government & Politics: preparing for the Advanced Placement examination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Two- Forms of Government  

 

Objective:  

Create a short cartoon that promotes your form of government. You will be expected to: 

1) Define your form of government 

2) Create an argument that promotes at least three reasons why someone should join 

3) Disputes at least one argument against your form of government 

4) Looks professional, with appropriate, applicable pictures and images.,  

5) Contains at least five cartoon blocks  

** I am not asking you to endorse these governments in reality - only to be able to make an argument** 

 

Day Three- What is Government Review 

1. What is a citizen? Are rights and duties the same in every country? Provide some examples of 

why or why not. 

2. How does the 14 th Amendment define a U.S. citizen? What are the two ways to become a 

citizen? 

3. What is one big difference between these two types of citizens? 

4. What are the two metaphors we use to describe the American people (think food)? 

5. What is the difference between an immigrant and an alien? 

6. When did Congress first pass laws about immigration? When did they first establish quotas? 

7. What act of Congress currently controls the quota of legal immigrants permitted/ year? 

8. What is the difference between a legal and illegal alien? What political rights do legal aliens 

have? 

9. Which agency has the job of preventing illegal immigration? 

10. Who are refugees? Are they included in the immigration quota? 

a. The Cuban Refugee Crisis in the 60s and 70s was due to what? 

b. The current Syrian Refugee Crisis is due to what? 

11. What are governments? What are public policies? 

a. What are two purposes common to all governments? 

b. What are the six main goals of our Constitution? 

12. What is the difference between a nation and a state? 

a. What are the four main characteristics of a state? Which two are common for both a 

13. nation and a state? Which two are specific to the state? 

 

14. What are the four theories on the formation of a state? Summarize in your own words. 



a. Which one do we believe the most in today? Who are the two philosophers that are 

most 

15. responsible for its formation and what are the differences between their views (try and 

16. summarize the difference in one sentence)? 

17. 14. What is the “state of nature” called – aka life without government? 

18. 15. What are the two ways we categorize types of governments (hint: the answer is in more 

than one slide)? 

19. 16. Nondemocratic governments are usually what type of government? What are three forms of 

this 

20. type of government? 

21. 17. What are the two forms of democracies? What are the other names we use for the latter 

form? 

22. 18. What do I mean when I talk about different levels of government? 

a. How do we categorize the levels in the U.S.? 

23. 19. What are the three types of governments based on levels of government? Provide a short 

24. summary of each based on how they function. 

a. Which is top down? Which is bottom up? Which is in the middle? 

b. Provide an example of each (historical or present)? 

Day Four- Citizenship Test: Principles of Democracy  

SECTION A: PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY 

1.  What is the supreme law of the land?  (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.5) 
a. The Declaration of Independence c. The Constitution 
b. The Magna Carta   d. The Articles of Confederation 

 
2. What does the Constitution do?  (USG-3.1, 3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Sets up the government   c. Defines the government 
b. Protects basic rights of Americans d. All of the above 

 
3. The idea of self-government is in the first three words of the Constitution.  What are these 
words? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.5) 
a. We the People    c. Pursuit of Happiness 
b. Freedom of Speech   d. E Pluribus Unum 

 
4. What is an amendment? (USG-2.5) (USHC-1.5) 
a. A Supreme Court Decision  c. An Executive Order 
b. A change/addition to the Constitution d. A result of an override of a veto 

 
5. What do we call the first ten amendments to the Constitution? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Judicial Review    c. The Supremacy Clause 
b. The Bill of Rights   d. The Bicameral Legislature 

 
6. What is one right or freedom from the First Amendment? (USG-2.4, 4.5) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Speech     c. Religion 
b. Press     d. All of the Above 



 
7. How many amendments does the Constitution have? (USG-2.5) (USHC-1.5) 
a. 10     c. 27 
b. 30     d. 45 

 
8. What did the Declaration of Independence do? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. Establish North America   c. Separated English from Spanish colonies 
b. Announced independence from Britain d. Forged a treaty between the US and France 

 
9. What are two rights in the Declaration of Independence? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. Privacy and Property   c. Speedy Trial and Trial by Jury 
b. Due Process and No Double Jeopardy d. Life and Liberty 
10.  What is freedom of religion? (USHC-2.4, 4.5) (USHC-1.5) 
 . You must practice a religion of your choice church 
a. You can practice any or no religion   
b. You can only join a US recognized religion 
c. You cannot practice any religion 

 
11. What is the economic system in the United States? (USG-1.1) (USHC-4.3) 
a. Market or Capitalist Economy  c. Communist Economy 
b. Traditional Economy   d. Strong Command Economy 

 
12. What is the “rule of law?” (USG-1.5) (USHC-1.2) 
a. The individual states have the ultimate say in determining law 
b. The Supreme Court passes bills into laws in the US 
c. Everyone, including government leaders, must follow the law 
d. The Constitution is the only law in the United States 

 

Day Five: Citizenship Test: System of Government  

 
SECTION B: SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT 

 
13. Name one branch or part of the government. (USG-2.1, 3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. UNICEF     c. Democratic National Convention 
b. Congress    d. Republican National Convention 

 
14. What stops one branch of government from becoming too powerful? (USG-2.1) (USHC-1.5) 
a. Eminent Domain   c. Supremacy Clause 
b. Checks and Balances   d. Establishment Clause 

 
15. Who is in charge of the Executive Branch? (USG-3.2) 
a. The President    c. The Chief Justice 
b. The Speaker of the House  d. The Senate Majority Leader 

 
16. Who makes federal laws? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. The Supreme Court   c. Congress 
b. The Central Intelligence Agency  d. The Organization of American States 



 

 
17. What are the two parts of the U.S. Congress? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. The President and Vice President c. The Senate and the House of Representatives 
b. The Ways and Means Committee d. The Cabinet and the Supreme Court 

 
18. How many U.S. Senators are there? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.5) 
a. 50     c. 52 
b. 100     d. 104 

 
19. We elect a U.S. Senator for how many years? (USG-3.1) 
a. Two (2)     c. Four (4) 
b. Six (6)     d. Eight (8) 
 
20. Who is one of your state’s U.S. Senators now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Tim Scott    c. Bernie Sanders 
b. Barbara Boxer    d. Ted Cruz 

 
21. The House of Representatives has how many voting members? (USG-3.1) 
a. 100     c. 435 
b. 535     d. 600 

 
22. We elect a U.S. Representative for how many years? (USG-3.1) 
a. Two (2)     c. Four (4) 
b. Six (6)     d. Eight (8) 

 
23. Name your U.S. Representative. (USG-4.1) 
a. Trey Gowdy    c.  Joe Wilson 
b. Nancy Pelosi    d. Ron Paul 

 
24. Who does a U.S. Senator represent? (USG-3.2) 
a. The U.S. Supreme Court   c. The President’s Cabinet 
b. His or Her Entire State   d. The Entire United States 

 
25. Why do some states have more Representatives than other states? (USG-3.1) 
a. The state’s population   c. The state’s geographic size 
b. The state’s governor determines  d. The President determines 

 
26. We elect a President for how many years? (USG-3.1) 
a. Two (2)     c. Four (4) 
b. Six (6)     d. Eight (8) 

 
27.  In what month do we vote for President? (USG-3.1) 
a. August     c. September 
b. October    d. November 
 

 



28.   What is the name of the President of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Barack Obama   c. Donald Trump 
b. George W. Bush   d. Bill Clinton 

 
29. What is the name of the Vice President of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Joseph Biden, Jr.  c. Mike Pence 
b. George W. Bush   d. Sarah Palin 

 
30.  If the President can no longer serve, who becomes President? (USG-2.5) 
a. Speaker of the House   c. Secretary of State 
b. Vice President    d. Chief Justice 
 
31. If both the President and the Vice President can no longer serve, who becomes President? (USG-
2.5) 
a. President of the Senate   c. Secretary of State 
b. Speaker of the House   d. Chief Justice 

 
32.  Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the military? (USG-3.2) 
a. The President    c. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
b. The Defense Secretary   d. The National Security Advisor 

 
33. Who signs bills to become laws? (USG-3.2) 
a. The House of Representatives  c. The Senate 
b. The Supreme Court   d. The President 

 
34. Who vetoes bills? (USG-3.2) 
a. The Supreme Court   c. The President 
b. Congress    d. Individual States 

 
35. What does the President’s Cabinet do? (USG-3.2) 
a. Passes Laws    c. Advises the President 
b. Serves as the President’s bodyguards d. Organizes the President’s transportation 

 
36. What are two Cabinet-level positions? (USG-3.2) 
a. Secretary of Foreign Labor and Secretary of Coast Guard 
b. Secretary of Forestry and Secretary of Federal Reserve 
c. Secretary of the Army and Secretary of the Navy 
d. Secretary of State and Secretary of Treasury 

 
37. What does the judicial branch do? (USG-3.2) (USHC-1.7) 
a. Passes Laws    c. Vetoes Laws 
b. Reviews Laws    d. Creates Amendments 

 
38. What is the highest court in the United States? (USG-3.2) 
a. Supreme Court    c. Municipal Court 
b. Magistrate Court   d. Appellate Court 

 



39. How many justices are on the Supreme Court? (USG-3.2) 
a. Six (6)     c. Seven (7) 
b. Eight (8)    d. Nine (9) 

 
40. Who is the Chief Justice of the United States now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Barack Obama    c. Thurgood Marshall 
b. John Roberts    d. John Boehner 

 
41. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the federal government.  What is one power of 
the federal government? (USG-3.3) 
a. Grant a driver’s license   c. Print money 
b. Setting speed limits   d. Provide education 

 
42. Under our Constitution, some powers belong to the states.  What is one power of the states? 
(USG-3.4) 
a. Print Money    c. Make Treaties 
b. Create an army    d. Grant a driver’s license 

 
43. Who is the Governor of your state now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Mark Sanford    c. Molly Spearman 
b. Henry McMaster   d. Nikki Haley 

 
44. What is the capital of your state? (USG-4.1) 
a. Columbia    c. Charleston 
b. Greenville    d. Beaufort 

 
45. What are the two major political parties in the United States? (USG-4.4) (USHC-1.6) 
a. Libertarian and Green   c. Republican and Democrat 
b. Republican and Libertarian  d. Democrat and Green 

 
46. What is the political party of the President now? (USG-4.4) 
a. Libertarian    c. Republican  
b. Democratic    d. Constitution 

 
47. What is the name of the Speaker of the House of Representatives now? (USG-4.1) 
a. Paul Ryan    c. Nancy Pelosi  
b. Mitch McConnell   d. Harry Reid 

 

Day Six- Citizenship Test: Rights and Responsibilities  
 
SECTION C: RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
48. There are four amendments to the Constitution about who can vote.  Describe one of them. 
(USG-2.5) 
a. Anyone born in the US can vote  c. Poll Taxes are required to vote 
b. Citizens eighteen and older can vote d. Only white females can vote 

 



49. What is one responsibility that is only for United States citizens? (USG-4.3) 
a. Obtain a college degree   c. Serve on a jury 
b. Serve in the military   d. Obtain a driver’s license 

 
50. Name one right only for United States citizens. (USG-4.3) 
a. Obtain a driver’s license   c. Fund political parties 
b.  Purchase American goods  d. Vote in a federal election 

 
51. What are two rights of everyone living in the United States? (USG-4.5) 
a. Education and Voting   c.  Carry Firearms and Purchase Ammunition 
b. Speech and Religion   d.  Privacy and Driving an Automobile 
 
52.  What do we show loyalty to when we say the Pledge of Allegiance? (USG-4.2) 
a. The US Constitution   c.  The Declaration of Independence 
b. The US flag    d.  The US Congress 

 
53. What is one promise you make when you become a United States citizen? (USG-4.1) 
a. Give up loyalty to other countries c. Obey the laws of the United States 
b. Serve the nation (if needed)  d. All of the above 

 
54. How old do citizens have to be to vote for President? (USG-4.3) 
a. Eighteen (18)    c. Twenty-One (21) 
b. Twenty-Five (25)   d. Thirty-Five (35) 

 
55. What are two ways that Americans can participate in their democracy? (USG-4.4) 
a. Vote     c. Join a community group 
b. Join a political party   d. All of the above 

 
56. When is the last day you can send in federal income tax forms? (USG-4.1) 
a. March 31    c. April 15 
b. June 30     d. October 31 

 
57. When must all men register for the Selective Service? (USG-4.1) 
a. Age Fourteen (14)   c. Age Eighteen (18) 
b. Age Twenty-One (21)   d. Age Twenty-Five (25) 

 
 

Day Seven- Citizenship Test: American History 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY 

 
A: COLONIAL PERIOD AND INDEPENDENCE 

 
58. What is one reason colonists came to America? (USG-2.3) (USHC-1.1) 
a. To legally join the Anglican Church c. To escape the Black Plague 
b. To gain religious freedom  d. To gain knowledge in American schools 

 



59. Who lived in America before the Europeans arrived? (USHC-1.1) 
a. Russians    c. Native Americans 
b. Bedouins    d. Celts 

 
60. What group of people was taken to America and sold as slaves? (USHC-2.4) 
a. Africans    c. Seminoles 
b. Ukrainians    d. Macedonians 

 
61. Why did the colonists fight the British? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.2) 
a. Because the colonists wanted to become French 
b. Because the colonists protested high taxes without representation 
c. Because George Washington wanted to become King of America 
d. Because all of the colonies disagreed with slavery 

 
62. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. Benjamin Rush    c. George Mason 
b. Thomas Jefferson   d. Henry Knox 

 
63. When was the Declaration of Independence adopted? (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.3) 
a. January 1, 1763    c. July 4, 1776 
b. October 31, 1783   d. December 25, 1801 

 

64. There were 13 original states.  Name three. (USG-2.4) (USHC-1.1) 
a. California, Nevada, and Utah 
b. South Carolina, Massachusetts, and Virginia 
c. Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan 
d. Vermont, Kentucky, and Florida 

 
65. What happened at the Constitutional Convention? (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.4) 
a. The Southern states seceded from the United States 
b. The United States decided to end slavery 
c. The State delegates drafted the Constitution 
d. The State delegates elected Benjamin Franklin President 

 
66. When was the Constitution written? (USG-3.1) (USHC-1.4) 
a. 1763     c. 1776 
b. 1787     d. 1801 

 
67. The Federalist Papers supported the passage of the U.S. Constitution.  Name one of the writers. 
(USG-2.4) (USHC-1.4) 
a. James Madison    c. George Mason 
b. Thomas Jefferson   d. Benjamin Franklin 

 
68. What is one thing Benjamin Franklin is famous for? (USHC-1.4) 
a. Inventing the lightbulb   c. Founder of Boston 
b. Writer of “Poor Richard’s Almanac” d. Forcing Cornwallis to surrender at Yorktown 

 



69. Who is the “Father of Our Country?” (USHC-1.6) 
a. Nathanael Greene   c. George Washington 
b. Ethan Allen    d. Denmark Vesey 

 
70. Who was the first President? (USHC-1.6) 
a. Thomas Jefferson   c. John Adams 
b. Benjamin Franklin   d. George Washington 

 

71. What territory did United States buy from France in 1803? (USG-3.2) (USHC-2.1) 
a. Maine     c. Louisiana 
b. Florida     d. Puerto Rico 

 
72. Name one war fought by the United States in the 1800’s. (USHC-2.2) 
a. The American Revolution  c. The Mexican-American War 
b. World War I    d. World War II 

 
73. Name the U.S. war between the North and the South. (USG-3.3) (USHC-3.2) 
a. The American Revolution  c. The Mexican-American War 
b. The Civil War    d. The Spanish-American War 

 
74. Name one problem that led to the Civil War. (USG-3.3) (USHC-3.1) 
a. Slavery     c. The  Federal Reserve 
b. Pirates attacked American ships  d. French and English diplomats funded discord 

 
75. What was one important thing that Abraham Lincoln did? (USG-3.2) (USHC-3.1) 
a. Presided over the Constitutional Convention 
b. Guided the US through the War of 1812 
c. Guided the US through the Civil War 
d. Guided the US through Reconstruction 

 
76. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do? (USG-2.5) (USHC-3.2) 
a. Annexed portions of Mexico for the US 
b. Declared California a US state 
c. Freed slaves in the Confederate states 
d. Created a western fleet for the US Navy 

 
77. What did Susan B. Anthony do? (USHC-4.6) 
a. Created the American Red Cross 
b. Fought for women’s voting and equality rights 
c. Established the Tuskegee Institute 
d. Was the first female US Senator 

 
C: RECENT AMERICAN HISTORY AND OTHER IMPORTANT HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

 
78. Name one war fought by the United States in the 1900’s. (USHC-5.4, 7.1, 7.5, 8.3) 
a. The Civil War    c. World War II 
b. Operation Enduring Freedom  d. The American Revolution 



 
79. Who was President during World War I? (USHC-5.4) 
a. Abraham Lincoln   c. Theodore Roosevelt 
b. Woodrow Wilson   d. Calvin Coolidge 

 
80. Who was the President during the Great Depression and World War II? (USHC-6.4) 
a. Theodore Roosevelt   c. Franklin Roosevelt 
b. Lyndon Johnson   d. Ronald Reagan 

 
81. Who did the United States fight in World War II? (USHC-7.1) 
a. Germany, Japan, Italy   c. Mexico, Spain, Cuba 
b. Soviet Union, Germany, Turkey  d. North Korea, North Vietnam, Japan 
82. Before he was President, Eisenhower was a general.  What war was he in? (USHC-7.3) 
 . The Civil War    c. World War I 
a. World War II    d. The Vietnam War 

 
83. During the Cold War, what was the main concern of the United States? (USHC-7.5) 
a. Containing Communism   c. Ending slavery 
b. Stopping German expansion  d. Canadian aggression along the border 

 
84. What movement tried to end racial discrimination? (USG-4.6) (USHC-8.1) 
a. The Women’s Suffrage Movement c. The Civil Rights Movement 
b. The New Deal    d. The Counter-Culture Movement 

 
85. What did Martin Luther King, Jr. do? (USG-2.5, 4.6) (USHC-8.1) 
a. Fought for Women’s Suffrage  c. Fought for expansion of the United States 
b. Fought for Civil Rights   d. Fought for creation of National Parks 

 
86. What major event happened on September 11, 2001? (USHC-8.6) 
a. George W. Bush became President c. Terrorists attacked the United States 
b. Cuba declared independence from Spain  d. Israel became an independent nation 

 
87. Name one American Indian tribe in the United States. (USHC-2.1) 
a. Belarus     c. Cherokee 
b. Anglo-Saxons    d. Macedonians 

 

Day Eight- Citizenship Test: Integrated Civics  

 
INTEGRATED CIVICS 

 
A: GEOGRAPHY 

 
88. Name one of the two longest rivers in the United States. (WG-1.1) 
a. Santee     c. Mississippi 
b. Rio Grande    d. Hudson 

 
89. What ocean is on the West Coast of the United States? (WG-1.1) 



a. Pacific     c. Atlantic 
b. Indian     d. Arctic 

 
90. What ocean is on the East Coast of the United States? (WG-1.1) 
a. Pacific     c. Atlantic 
b. Indian     d. Arctic 

 
91. Name one US territory. (WG-1.1) 
a. Hawaii     c. Alaska 
b. Guam     d. Okinawa 

 
92. Name one state that borders Canada. (WG-1.1) 
a. Oregon     c. Indiana 
b. Massachusetts    d. Maine 

 
93. Name one state that borders Mexico. (WG-1.1) 
a. Utah     c. Arizona 
b. Louisiana    d. Colorado 

 
94. What is the capital of the United States? (WG-1.1) 
a. Washington, D.C.   c. New York 
b. Philadelphia    d. St. Louis 

 
95. Where is the Statue of Liberty? (WG-1.1) 
a. Washington, D.C.   c. New York 
b. Philadelphia    d. St. Louis 

 
B: SYMBOLS 

 
96. Why does the flag have 13 stripes? (K-3.1) 
a. There is one stripe for each year of the American Revolution 
b. The stripes represent the 13 original colonies 
c. The stripes represent the 13 signers of the Constitution 
d. There is one stripe for each of the fallen generals in the American Revolution 

 
97. Why does the flag have 50 stars? (K-3.1) 
a. There is one star for each US Senator 
b. There is one star for each battle in the American Revolution 
c. There is one star for each state in the US 
d. There is one star for each ally of the US 

 
98. What is the name of the national anthem? (K-3.1) 
a. Our Country ‘Tis of Thee   c. God Bless America 
b. This Land is Your Land   d. The Star-Spangled Banner 

 
C: HOLIDAYS 

 



99. When do we celebrate Independence Day? (K-3.2) 
a. January 1    c. March 17 
b. July 4     d. December 25 

 
100. Name two national U.S. holidays. (K-3.2) 
a. Boxer Day and Thanksgiving Day  c. Ramadan and Yom Kippur 
b. St. Patrick’s Day and Valentine’s Day d. President’s Day and Memorial Day 
 

 

Day 9- The Price, Power, and Responsibility of Free Speech Reading and Questions 

The Price, Power, and Responsibility of Free Speech 

“Whether I am or am not a Communist is irrelevant. The question is whether American 

citizens, regardless of their political beliefs or sympathies, may enjoy their constitutional 

rights.” 

--Paul Robeson, actor, singer, and activist, 1947. 

Born in New Jersey in 1898, the son of a freed slave, Paul Robeson decided early on to make the most of 

every opportunity. He excelled on the football field and in the classroom. He earned both an academic 

scholarship and a position on the football team at Rutgers University. By the time he graduated, 

Robeson was named All-American twice, earned fifteen varsity letters, received the Phi Beta Kappa key 

and finished first in his class. Robeson went on to Columbia Law School, and upon graduation in 1923, 

did the expected—he joined a law firm. It was there that his life took an unexpected turn. When a white 

secretary refused to work with him, the young black attorney quit. Robeson decided to pursue a 

professional career in the arts. There, however, he was still unable to escape segregation and racial 

tension. His first lead role, in Eugene O&#39;Neill&#39;s All God’s Chillun Got Wings, cast him as the 

husband of a white woman; the play opened amid media frenzy and protests. As his acting and singing 

received critical acclaim—his rendition of “Ol’ Man River” in the Broadway show Showboat became his 

most noted performance—he became increasing concerned with the treatment of blacks in America. It 

was not until he traveled to London, England that he received social, as well as theatrical, acceptance. 

Realizing that black people were treated differently outside of America, Robeson began speaking against 

racial and ethnic oppression. In 1934, the accomplished performer made a trip that would change his life 

forever. He toured Joseph Stalin’s Soviet Union. Afterward he said, “Here, for the first time in my life, I 

walk in full human dignity.” It seemed to him that, in the Stalinist Soviet Union, all races were treated 

equally under Communist rule. Inspired, Robeson used his increased publicity to promote his political 

views. In 1937, he spoke against Spanish fascism and the Nazi’s treatment of Jews. The actor-turned-

activist made several political appearances, despite warnings that they might negatively affect his 

career. In addition to his public efforts, Robeson spent more time in the Stalinist Russia. In 1939, he was 

awarded the Order of Lenin, the most prestigious award given by the USSR to military or civilian people. 

It was not long until the American government began to suspect that Robeson had joined the 

Communist Party. Because the Communist Party’s stated goal was to overthrow the government of the 

United States, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) decided to place Robeson under surveillance. In 



1942, the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) added his name to a list of presumed 

Communists. The FBI issued a custodial detention card for Robeson, which would authorize his 

immediate arrest at any time deemed necessary to national security. The action did nothing to suppress 

Robeson’s views. The FBI would continue to monitor him until 1955. During the Cold War era, the 

government continued to scrutinize Robeson’s actions. He testified before the HUAC a number of times. 

In 1947, when asked if he was a Communist, he claimed he was “an anti-fascist and an independent.” In 

1956, despite a battle with illness, he accused the committee of being “the true un-Americans” and 

admonished them: “[Y]ou should be ashamed of yourselves.” In the intervening years, the State 

Department used the new Internal Security Act to force Robeson to swear he was not a Communist or 

relinquish his passport. Robeson refused and his lawsuit against the State Department would be denied 

review by the Supreme Court until 1958. Robeson had not escaped the scrutiny of the American public 

either. In 1949, over eighty of his U.S. concerts were canceled. The National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) disassociated itself from Robeson, and other black leaders 

condemned him as disloyal and un-American after he announced at the World Peace Congress: “It is 

unthinkable that American Negroes will go to war on behalf of those who have oppressed us for 

generations... against a country [Stalin’s Soviet Union] which in one generation has raised our people to 

the full dignity of mankind.” Nevertheless, Robeson held to his beliefs and increased his involvement 

with the Soviet Union. In 1952, he was awarded the Stalin Peace Prize—the same year that Stalin sent 

Yiddish writers to their deaths. Itzak Feffer, a friend who had warned Robeson about Stalin’s progressive 

subordination of the Jews, was one of the men killed. Later, Robeson justified his support of Stalin when 

he claimed, “the coach tells you what to do and you do it.” After the Supreme Court finally reviewed his 

case and reinstated his passport in 1958, public perception of Robeson began to change. The socialist 

government in India declared a “Paul Robeson Day” in honor of his 60th birthday. His United States 

concert tour enjoyed warm receptions across the country. He released his autobiography, Here I Stand. 

He toured London and Moscow, and received an overwhelmingly positive response. For the next five 

years, Robeson divided his time between Europe and the Soviet Union, working in England only upon 

swearing that he was not a member of the Communist Party. More than a decade later, after his return 

to the United States, the FBI closed its file on Robeson. He died two years later, in January 1976. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Did the United States respect Paul Robeson’s right to free speech? Were the FBI’s surveillance 

and subsequent actions (detention card, revocation of passport), as well as the HUAC 

investigations, an encroachment on Robeson’s right to freedom of speech? Explain. 

2. Did non-government organizations/ individuals respect Robeson’s freedom of speech? Explain. 

3. Does the U.S. government have the power to curtail the rights of citizens who endorse foreign 

governments that are sworn enemies of the United States? Explain. 

4. Does the U.S. government have the responsibility to protect citizens from persons who associate 

and support governments working to overthrow the American democratic system? Explain. 

5. Should Robeson have shown more respect for the United States’ concern for national security? 

Explain. 

 

 

 



Day 10- Current Events 

Find an article/news story from your local/state/national news. You can use the internet, newspaper, 

television, or radio. The article you choose should: 

• Be current. (the last month or so)  

• Include a topic on purpose of government, federalism, or civil liberties or civil rights.  

 

Your written response should:  

• Include a summary of the article/news story 

• Describe how it connects to the topics of purpose of government, federalism, or civil liberties or 

civil rights 

• Include an introduction, body, and conclusion  

• Describe the source.  
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